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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A friction stir welding apparatus of a piston for a swash 
plate type compressor with variable capacity, the friction stir welding apparatus 
comprising: 

[[the]] first and second supporting parts (31a and 31b) mounted on the top 
surface of a table[[(36)]], the first and second supporting parts rotatably supporting 
[[the]] ajirst piston member[[{23)]] and [[the]] asecond piston member[[(26)]], the first 
piston member having a bridge[[(21)]] and a first coupling part[[(22)]] protruding from 
the bridge[[(21)H, the second piston member having a second coupling part[[(24)]] 
coupled with the first coupling part[[(22)]] of the first piston member[[(23)]] and a hollow 
part (25) form o d by boing coupled with the first piston member[[(23)]]; 

a welder w el ding means( 4 0) rotatably i ns e rt e d insertable into welding portions of 
the first and second piston member s(23 and 26) supported by the first and second 
supporting parts (31a and 31b) T the welder being arranged f or carrying out friction stir 
welding along the rotation direction of the first and second piston members (23 and 26) ; 
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support rollers[[(33)]] elastically mounted on the lower side of the first and 
second piston members (23 and - 26) to - ar ran g e for causing central axis lines of the first 
and second piston members (23 and 26) to be on central axis lines of the first and 
second supporting parts (31a and 31b) wh e n while the first and second piston 
members (23 ond 26) are supported on the first and second supporting parts (31a and 
34b), the support rollers (33) v e rtica ll y moving being arranged for vertical movement 
within a predetermined height[[(H)]] range while supporting the first and second piston 
members (23 and 26) ; and 

a structure t ransferring moans(38) f or transferring the welder w e lding m ea fis( 4 0) 
from the welded portions to a bridge portion of the first piston member p r e d e t e rmin ed 
pooition after the friction stir welding of the welding portions by m e ans of the welder 

2. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 1 , 
whoroin further including a guide member[[(60)l] for controlling the p osition of the 
central axis lines , the guide member being [[is]] detachably mounted on the upper 
portion of the second supporting part[[(31b)]], and the guide member[[(60)]] being 
arranged to e xactly position[[s]] the central axis line of the second piston 
member[[(26)]] onto the central axis line of the second supporting part[[(31b)]] while 
[[pressurizing!] applying pressure to t he upper surface of the second piston 
member[[(26)]] temporarily coupled to the first piston membe r(23), co that for causing 
the central axis line of the first piston member[[(23)H to_teelastically lifted or lowered 
by the support rollers (33) is co i ncided and coincide w ith the central axis line of the first 
supporting part[[(31a)]]. 
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3. (Currently amended) Tho friction otir w e lding apparatuc accord i ng to claim 1, 
wh n r n l n th n transferring rnoane (38) has A friction stir welding appar a tus of a piston for 
a swash plate type compressor with variable capacity, the friction stir w elding apparatus 
comprising: 

first and second supporting parts mounted on the too surfac e of a table, the first 
and second supporting parts rotatablv supporting a first piston me mber and a second 
piston member, the first piston member having a bridge and a first coupling part 
protruding from the bridge, the second piston member having a second coupling part 
coupled with the first coupling part of the first piston member and a hollow part coupled 
with the first piston member: 

a welder rotatablv insertable into welding portions of the first and second piston 
members supported bv the first and second supporting parts, the w elder being arranged 

for carrying out friction stir welding along the rotation direction of the first and second 

i 

piston members; 

support rollers elasticallv mounted on the lower side of the first and second 
piston members for causing central axis lines of the first and sec ond piston members to 
be on central axis lines of the first and second supporting parts w hile the first and 
second piston members are supported on the first and second supp orting parts, the 
support rollers being arranged for vertical movement within a predetermined height 
range while supporting the first and second piston members: and 

a structure for transferring the welder from the we lded portions to a 
predetermined position, the structure including a servo-motor[[(37)]] for transferring the 
tableteSMe through a predetermined distance in an axial direction of the piston. 
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4. (Currently emended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein_at least two oHhe support rollers [[33]] are rotatably mounted adjaoontly w i th 
adjacent to each other on a plurality of supporting m e mber(3 4 ) members , which are 
mounted [[on]] an_the upper portion of a [[fixed]] stand[[(35)]] fixed [[on]] to the upper 
surface of the table(36). 

5. (Currently amended) Tho friction otir weld i ng apparatus according to c l aim 4 , 
wh e r e in A friction stir welding apparatus of a piston for a swash plate type compressor 
with variable capacity, the friction stir welding apparatus comprising: 

first and second supporting parts mounted on the top surface of a table, the first 
and second supporting parts rotatably supporting a first piston member and a second 
piston member, the first piston member having a bridge and a first coupling part 
protruding from the bridge, the second piston member having a second coupling part 
coupled with the first coupling part of the first piston member and a hollow part coupled 
with the first piston member; 

a welder rotatably insertable into welding portions of the first and second piston 
members supported by the first and second supporting parts, the welder being arranged 
for carrying out friction stir welding along the rotation direction of the first and second 
piston members: 

support i rollers elastically mounted on the lower side of the first and second 
piston members for causing central axis lines of the first and second piston members to 
be on central axis lines of the first and second supporting parts while the first and 
second piston members are supported on the first and second supporting parts, the 
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support rollers being arranged for vertical movement within a predetermined height 
range while supporting the first and second piston members: and 

a structure for transferring the welder from the welded portions to a 
predetermined position, at least two of the support rollers being rotatablv mounted 
adjacent to each other on a plurality of supporting members, which are mounted an the 
upper portion of a stand fixed to the upper surface of the table the fixed stand{3§) 
i nclud e s including a vertical through-hole[[(51)]], and [[a]] an ascent and descent 
member[l(53)]] connected with the lower surface of the supporting member[[(34)H 
inside the vertical through-hole[[(51)]] f the ascent and descent member[[(53)]] being 
elastically supported by an elastic spring[[(52)]]. 

6. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 5, 
wherein the ascent and descent member[[(53)]] has [[the]] ajower portion protruding to 
the outside of a narrower path than the vertical through-holeH(51)]], and the protruding 
end of the ascent and descent member[[(53)]] is inclined at a predetermined slant 
angle. 

7. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 5, 
wherein a fixing m e ans(70) stabilizer is mounted under the ascent and descent 
member[[(53)]], the fixing moano(7Q) stabilizer being arranged for fixing the supporting 
member[[(34)]] by stopping the movement of the ascent and descent member( 53 ) wh en 
in response to t he first and second piston members (23 and 26) ar e being supported on 
the [[the]] first and second supporting parts rotation (31a and 31b) . 

8. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein a fixing meano(70) stabilizer is mounted under the ascent and descent 
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member[[(53)]], the fixing m e ans(70) stabilizer being arranged f or fixing the supporting 
member[[(34)]] by stopping the movement of the ascent and descent membe r(53) whon 
in response to t he first and second piston members (23 and 26) aro being supported on 
the [[the]] first and second supporting parts rotation (31 a and 31b) . 

9. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein the fix i ng means(70) stabilizer includes: a wedge type fixing member[[(74)]] , 
having [[the]] a front end inclined like the end of the ascent and descent 
member[[(53)]], a horizontal through-hole[[(71)]] formed therein, and a movable 
rod [[(73)]] elastically supported by [[the]] an elastic spring[[(72)]] inside the horizontal 
through-hole[[<71)]]; and a connection member[[(76)]] connected to an end of the 
movable rod[[(73)]] protruding to the outside of the horizontal through-hole[[(71)]] of the 
wedge type fixing member[[(74)]]. 

10. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein the fixing moans(70) stabilizer includes: a wedge type fixing member[[(74)]] 
having [[the]] a front end inclined like the end of the ascent and descent 
member[[(53)]], a horizontal through-hole[[(71)U formed therein, and a movable 
rod [[(73)]] elastically supported by [[the]] an elastic spring[[(72)]] inside the horizontal 
through-hole[[(71)]]; and a connection member[[(76)]] connected to an end of the 

movable rod[[(73)]] protruding to the outside of the horizontal through-hole[[(71)]] of the 
wedge type fixing member[[(74)]]. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 9, 
[[wherein]] further including a n air cylinder^TTf-is connected to an end of the connection 
membe r(76). and movoo for moving the connection member[[(76)]] back and forth^&e 
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that for causing t he wedge type fixing member{74)-fe to be advanced to or returned from 
the end side of the ascent and descent member[[(53)]] by the connection 
member[[(76)]]. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 
1 0, [[wherein]] further including an air cylinder{7?He connected to an end of the 
connection mem be r(76) r- and - moves for moving t he connection member[[(76)]] back 
and fortlv-se4hat for causing t he wedge type fixing membe r(74) i c to be advanced to or 
returned from the end side of the ascent and descent member[[(53)]] by the connection 
member[[(76)]]. 

13. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the structure includes a servo-motor 
for transferring the table through a predetermined distance in an axial direction of the 
piston. 

14. (New) The apparatus of claim 4 wherein the fixed stand includes a vertical 
through-hole, and an ascent and descent member connected with the lower surface of 
the supporting member inside the vertical through-hole, the ascent and descent 
member being elastically supported by an elastic spring. 

15. (New) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
ascent and descent member has a lower portion protruding to the outside of a narrower 
path than the vertical through-hole, and the protruding end of the ascent and descent 
member is inclined at a predetermined slant angle. 

16. (New) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 14, wherein a 
stabilizer is mounted under the ascent and descent member, the stabilizer being 

"arranged for fixing the supporting member by stopping the movement of the ascent and 
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descent member in response to the first and second piston members being supported 
on the first and second supporting parts rotation. * 

17. (New) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 14, wherein a 
stabilizer is mounted under the ascent and descent member, the stabilizer being 
arranged for fixing the supporting member by stopping the movement of the ascent and 
descent member in response to the first and second piston members being supported 
on the first and second supporting parts rotation. 

18. (New) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the 
stabilizer includes: a wedge type fixing member having a front end inclined like the end 
of the ascent and descent member, a horizontal through-hole formed therein, and a 
movable rod elastically supported by an elastic spring inside the horizontal through- 
hole; and a connection member connected to an end of the movable rod protruding to 
the outside of the horizontal through-hole of the wedge type fixing member. 

19. (New) The friction stir welding apparatus according to claim 14, further 
including an air cylinder connected to an end of the connection member for moving the 
connection member back and forth for causing the wedge type fixing member to be 
advanced to or returned from the end side of the ascent and descent member by the 
connection member. 
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